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The Other Pro Juventute Items : Briefli
by Richard T. Hall

There have been two series of Pro Juventute postal stationery items . The first series, post

cards, was described in an article in the September 2006 TELL . This article takes up the second

series, the briefli.

The Pro Juventute Briefli (little letters) were initially meant for ladies to exchange holiday

greetings. As the years progressed, these little letters grew in size and were not the exclusive

territory of fine ladies. The Schwarzenbach catalog lists the designs printed on the envelopes . There

were, in most cases, corresponding cards to go in the envelopes. Again, these envelopes are not

expensive — they range in (1984) catalog value for unused envelopes between 1 and 15 Sfr . For

envelopes with the proper Pro Juventute franking, the catalog values range between 20 and 180 Sfr.

There were a total of 66 Briefli issued between 1926 and 1960, some with three language versions.
The table at the end of this article is a listing of these 66 Briefli by year and envelope design . Note, as

with the Pro Juventute cards discussed in the September 2006 TELL, the Briefli are not dated.

Beginning in 1961 generic envelopes reading "Pro Juventute" were used . These grew in size

from the original 120 x 85mm to 152 x 83mm and then to 161 x 114mm, probably in response to
minimum size restrictions on envelopes . I have not found a reference to these later envelopes but I
have seven of them cancelled between 1965 and 1991.

The Briefli from 1926 through 1930 had fancy borders on the front of the envelope . Later years

had a simple illustration in the lower left corner of the envelope . Figures 1 and 2 show two of these

illustrated border envelopes . Figure 1 is one of five types issued in 1928 (PJ Briefli 8 German) while
Figure 2 is one of five types issued in 1929 (PJ Briefli 14 German) . Figure 1 shows the correct

franking by the 20c + 5c Pro Juventute stamp of 1928 (Zumstein WI 47), cancelled in Gelterkinden on

December 26, 1928 . Figure 2 shows the correct franking by the 10c + 5c Pro Juventute stamp of 1929

(Zumstein WI 50), cancelled in Oerlikon on December 23, 1929 .

(Continued on page 9)



Contents
The Other Pro Juventute Items : Briefli by Richard T. Hall	 1
From the President's Album by Harlan Stone	 3

Meet Everyone In St. Louis (Feb 23-25, 2007)	 3
New Members	 4
Book Review : The Suspension of United States Mail to Switzerland 1942 to

1944/1945, by Charles J. LaBlonde; review by Allan Warren	 4
Matterhorn Meanderings by Richard T. Hall	 5
A Glimpse at Our History by Richard T. Hall	 8
Index for TELL Volume 32: 2006	 10

January 20072 TELL



From the President's
Album

by Harlan F. Stone
Gruss aus again, this time from New

York. Again because this is the third time you
have elected me to lead our society . The last
time, when I sent greetings from New Jersey,
was during 1981 and 1982 . The first time, also
from New Jersey, was from July 1968 to June;
1971, when I was a member of the Helvetia
Philatelic Society of America, one of the two

organizations that merged in 1975 to form our
current AHPS.

My participation in organized Swiss

philately dates back to February 1951, when my
father joined the original Helvetia Society for
Collectors of Switzerland so I could attend
monthly meetings as a teenager who was too

young to join under the group's bylaws . A
summer in Switzerland during 1948 had
sparked my interest in Swiss stamps.

Why am I willing to serve as president
again after so many years in Swiss philately?
Although we have been very successful since
1975 in finding members to move up the chain of

offices all the way to president, once in a while
personal circumstances have prevented a
current or future president from completing his

"career path." This happened most recently in
mid-2003 when David Durham, our outgoing
past-president, suddenly relocated to Great
Britain. Bill Lucas, our outgoing president,
immediately stepped up, leaving the vice
president's position vacant . Since Swiss
philately has been an important part of my life

for so long, it seemed necessary to volunteer to
become vice president to help ensure the
continuity of AHPS `s Board of Directors .

The first order of business in this new
year is to thank Bill for his welcomed leadership
during the last one and three-quarter terms (3 1/2

years) as president . During his tenure the
society has moved ahead in all areas of service to
the membership, notably development of our

website, publication of books, original articles for
Tell, the success of annual conventions, and
encouragement of new exhibits . In several cases
our successes have been due to elected directors

and appointed chairmen who have contributed
volunteer efforts outside their areas of
responsibility.

At the first meeting of your newly elected

and reelected officers, to be held at our next
AHPS convention during St . Louis Stamp Expo
on February 23-25, we will focus on new as well
as ongoing projects, among them conversion of

our slide programs to powerpoint and/or DVD
presentations, publication of a monograph, and a
new opportunity for team exhibiting. If you
have an idea for a new project to benefit

members and Swiss philately, please send me an
email (address on page 2) so it can go on the
meeting agenda . Your officers look forward to

your suggestions.

Meet Everyone In St
Louis ( Feb 23-25, 2007)

Our annual AHPS convention will be
soon upon us . The exhibit deadline has passed,
however if you move fast you still might get in.

Many Swiss exhibits will be there . See the best

Strubel exhibit around in the Court of Honor.
See a highly specialized Durheim issue exhibit,
shown for the first time in the USA.
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Harold Max Fagerquist
California

Pierre Hahn
California

Daniel Handley
Michigan

Mark Kring
Michigan

Eric Strebel

Michigan

Darrell Trueb
Oregon

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS Conventions
and shows:

St. Louis Stamp Expo, February 23-25, 2007 – St.
Louis; contact Michael Peter (see page 2 for
addresses).

ROPEX, Spring 2008 – Rochester, NY ; contact David
Durham, 149 Ontario St., Honeoye Falls, NY 14472,

dedur@aol.com

PIPEX, 2009 – Portland, OR ; contact George
Struble, 210 18th St . NE, Salem, OR 97301,
gstruble@willamette .edu

Activities are numerous: Friday

afternoon seminar: "your favorite buy this past
year". Friday night dinner at a local Italian
Restaurant. Please notify Mike Peter at

mpeter@tritechcoatings.com for Friday night
reservations. Saturday: Our annual AHPS
meeting. Saturday evening: Show Banquet.
Sunday morning: Swapfest.

We will have a hospitality suite available
to us on Friday and Saturday night after the
dinners.

Regency Stamps will have an auction on
Saturday.

Southwest Airlines has pretty cheap

fares into St Louis from virtually anywhere in
the US .

The Show is at the same venue as the
Hotel: The St Louis Renaissance Airport Hotel ,

9801 Natural Bridge Road, St Louis Mo . Special
Show rate of $79/ night . 314-429-1100 and
mention the St Louis Stamp Expo to get special
rate . Shuttle can be taken from the Airport to

the Hotel.

The St Louis Stamp Expo is one of the
top stamp shows in the country . Don't miss this
opportunity to meet your fellow Swiss members
and collectors at this Show in St Louis . Make
your plans today.

New Members
We haven't reported new members for a

while, but are delighted to welcome ten new

members, as well as reinstatement of Welles
Hoffman and Richard Martino:

George Baker

	

Mel Kranz
New York

	

California

J. Robert Botta

	

Karen Kring

New Jersey

	

Michigan

Book Review
The Suspension of United States Mail to
Switzerland 1942 to 1944/1945 by Charles J.
LaBlonde . 8 ½ by 11 inches, card covers, 88
pages, spiral bound, American Helvetia Philatelic
Society, Ashville NC, 2006 . $ 20 postpaid to U.S.
and Canada, £ 15 in the U .K. (cash or check), or
€25 (cash) to the rest of the world, from Charles
LaBlonde, 15091 Ridgefield Lane, Colorado
Springs CO 80921-3554 USA.

New discoveries by the author and
information from colleagues gleaned during the

Washington 2006 international exhibition
completed many of the missing pieces to the
puzzle surrounding the handling of mail from
the United States and Canada to Switzerland

during the period 1942 to 1945.

LaBlonde begins by using covers to
illustrate the handling of mail between North

America and Switzerland in mid-1942 . In

December 1941 the Post Office Department
issued Order No . 16559 suspending mail service
to Germany and Italy and European countries

under their control. Mail to and from
Switzerland passed via unoccupied France.
Therefore Germany occupied Vichy, effectively

cluing off this route. In December 1942 the
USPOD announced the suspension of mail to
continental

	

France

	

and

	

therefore,

	

by

implication, mail to Switzerland as well.

At the time, mail en route to Switzerland
was everywhere in mailboxes, post offices, on

trains, ships, planes, and at censor offices.
These items were immediately held, with the
exception of POW and Red Cross mail, until a
decision was made to return them to the

senders. Much of this mail in transit was then

returned in April and July 1943 . The covers

shown tell the story along with the author's
analysis of rates and where each piece was held
or censored, and when it was returned.
Examples of POW and Red Cross mail that did

go through are also seen .
(Continued on page 7)
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Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

I get some interesting inquiries from
our web site. One regards the pretty cover
shown in Figure 1 . A lady in Canada sent me

an e-mail asking about it. She wanted to

know if the postage was correct and anything
else I might be able to tell her about the
cover .

First of all, the date of the cover if the

illustration is not clear enough is July 5,
1922 . The registration fee was 40c for

international mail. The basic postage was
40c for the first 20 grams and 20c for each

additional 20 grams . There is a notation at
the top left of the cover of "40 gr" . Given that
the envelope probably contained philatelic

matter, 40 grams is a reasonable weight,
yielding Fr. 1 .00 as the total postage
required. And as such, the envelope must

have just squeaked under the 40 gram limit
as the total postage shown is exactly Fr . 1 .00 — 6 x 15c + 3 x 3c + lc = 100c or Fr . 1 .00.

Now let's look at the stamps the sender used . The six 15c stamps are Zumstein #106 issued in

1907 and replaced by the 15c Helvetia and Mountains (Zumstein 122) in 1909, cataloging Fr . 54 on

cover or Fr. 28 off cover . The three 3c stamps are the Type I Tell Boy (crossbow string in front of the

shaft), Zumstein #118 issued in 1909 and replaced the following year with the corrected design . This

stamp catalogs Fr. 20 off cover and Fr . 60 on cover. The lc revalued stamp is Zumstein #132 issued in

1915 to meet a temporary need for a lc stamp . It catalogs Fr. 2.25 off cover and Fr . 3 .50 on cover.

None of the stamps was in current use at the time of the mailing.

First question: what's the value of the cover? Zumstein says that you take the on-cover value

of the most expensive stamp and then add the off-cover value of the remaining stamps . The 3c stamp

is the most valuable, so we take Fr . 60 for one of them and Fr . 20 for each of the other two, for a total

of Fr . 100. The six 15c stamps add 6 x Fr . 28, or Fr . 168. The lc stamp brings the total catalog value

up to Fr . 270. Is this the correct way to value such a cover? Comments or advice appreciated.

Second question : since this is an obvious philatelic cover (I would wager a bet that Herr Lapp
was a stamp dealer in Bex) from the combination of non-current stamps, should the value be lessened?

My correspondent thinks that such covers should be worth more than commercially used covers.

Again, comments or advice?

Regardless of its philatelic nature, you have to admit it is a pretty cover and a nice example of

the 1922 international registered postal rates . I thank my correspondent for allowing me to share this

cover with my readers . She would very much appreciate any other information anyone might have

that will help her write up this cover.

I had another question from a collector of typewriter-strip postal cards (the z-suffix cards in the

Zumstein Ganzsachen catalog) . He has some of these cards from the World War II period with what

he calls "Grossiste" numbers printed on them . These are 6-digit numbers apparently assigned to

companies. He gives an example of a 1945 card with the number 172 135 printed on it from a

company called Adroka in Basel . His understanding is that these numbers were wholesaler numbers

but he questions why they were put on typewriter postcards . What was their purpose? Was the

numbering voluntary, as he has some without the numbers? Over what period was this numbering

January 2007
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done and who assigned the numbers? I have to admit I am totally in the dark on this question . Does

anyone out there know about these numbers?

I understand that congratulations are in order to member George Valby for discovering a rare
cancel on a Fr . 1 Strubel . Here is what Kurt Kimmel had to say about his discovery : "This is clearly a

genuine 27D with Geneva line cancellation which is rare but possible on 27D, because the Geneva line
cancellation was in use longer than the federal grill ." Good work, George.

For those of you interested in first day covers with a tie-in to the design, as opposed to the
official FDCs issued by Swiss Post and cancelled in Bern or some other major city, here are the

suggested towns for the new issues of November 11, 2006.

• For the 2006 Pro Juventute set of children's art, the 85c + 40c Singer was drawn by Veronica
Jesus Garcia Pinto who lives in Losone in canton Ticino . The 85c + 40c Garage Mechanic was

drawn by Stéphane Arada who lives in Genève . The Fr . 1 + 50c Veterinarian was drawn by Lea

Mayer who lives in Hefenhofen in canton Thurgau . Unfortunately this village is too small to have
its own post office, being served by
Amriswil which will have to suffice for

the local cancellation. The final value of
the set, the Fr. 1 + 50c Angel, Swiss
Post suggests Wyssachen in canton Bern
for its nice church on its K-cancel.

• The Christmas stamps have interesting
town suggestions . The 85c Singers and

Star stamp recalls a tradition revived in
1934 in Nebikon in canton Luzern . For
the Fr. 1 Advent Wreath Swiss Post
suggests Etziken in canton Solothurn as

its K-cancel shows a grove of Christmas
trees.

• The Day of the Stamp issue has an

obvious tie-in to Olten in canton
Solothurn.

• The Fr. 4 heritage fruit shows

The town of Bibern in canton
hausen has an annual plum fair

a plum.

Schaff-
honoring the "Schönen von Bibern".

The new Pro Juventute self-adhesive
stamps come in two interesting and, I think,

different sheet layouts. Two of the values,

the 85c+40c Garage Proprietor and the
100c+50c Veterinarian, have the layout

shown in Figure 2. The other two values

have the layout shown in Figure 3 . The

Figure 2 layout has no bar code in the
margin while the Figure 3 layout does. Does
anyone know why the difference? Both

versions are rouletted down the middle to
form two blocks of 10. Something new to
think about, particularly in the cataloging of

the mint items. The Pro Juventute set of

singles is sold with the four values on
translucent backing paper with the marginal
die cutting removed, while the sheets do not
have this marginal paper removed.
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The current (December) issue of PhilaNews corrects an error in the quantity issued of the 4-
leaf clover booklet pane. There were 101,000 booklets of 10 issued for a total quantity issued of
1, 010, 000.

Here is this issue's listing of post office changes:

1. On September 29, 2006, the post office at 7746 Le Prese (canton Graubünden) was closed [assumed

by 7745 Li Curt]

2. On November 30, 1006, the post office at 1891 Mex (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 1890
St-Maurice]

3. On December 29, 2006, the post office at 8206 Schaffhausen 6 St . Niklausen (canton Schaffhausen)

was closed [assumed by PostMail Schaffhausen]

I assume the small number of closings in this installment is more due to the holiday season
than an end of the plan to eliminate small post offices . We'll see.

Let me wish you all a Happy New Year as we wait to see what new Die Post has to offer us in
this new year . And make it one of your New Year's resolutions to send me a question or an answer to

a previous question.

Book Review
(Continued from page 4) Some of the

sacks of suspended mail contained letters from
countries such as Venezuela, Chile, and New
Zealand that were in transit via the United
States. Very few of these are known during

this period and whether they were sent on to
destination or returned to the sender is not
consistent . Author LaBlonde seeks further
examples to learn more about their treatment.

Mail from Canada was returned to the sender.

Following the Allied invasion of France,

the suspension of mail to Switzerland was
lifted in stages (surface and air mail) in 1944
and 1945 . The suspension and restart of mail

from Switzerland to the west is briefly
addressed . Although the author has found
many of the formerly missing pieces of the mid-

war handling of mail between the USA and
Switzerland, he leaves the reader with a list of
questions, the answers to which would truly

complete the puzzle.

The appendices in this book include
pertinent documents from the American and
Swiss postal administrations, and even

correspondence from/to J . Edgar Hoover

regarding censorship . An extensive
bibliography on censorship and handling of

mail during WW II concludes the book . A list

of abbreviations and acronyms is presented at
the beginning.

The black and white illustrations

throughout the book are quite good and mostly
in actual size . Collectors of WW II mail
between North America and Switzerland will

be indebted to the author for this new
information.
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A Glimpse at Our
History

by Richard T. Hall

The A.H.P.S. has always been known as a
classy society that likes its banquets . This long-

standing tradition began with our predecessor
society, the "Helvetia" Society for Collectors of
Switzerland. Let me describe the Fifth
Anniversary "Helvetia" Banquet which was held

on February 13, 1943. First a quotation from
the Bulletin of the society of December 1942
regarding the impact of rationing on the menu

for the upcoming banquet:

As you are well aware, Uncle Sam
has set restrictions on certain meats, and
we will not be able to have our usual steak,
but I am sure, we gladly sacrifice this

choice morsel, so that our boys in the
Armed Forces will not want for need.

The menu for the banquet reads:

Shrimp Cocktail
* **

Celery Radishes Olives
* * *

Cinsomme [sic, consomme]
* **

Roast Turkey

Chefs Dressing

Cranberry Sauce

Potatoes Vegetable
* **

Ice Cream
* **

Demi-Tasse
* * *

The price was $2 .75 per person!

The banquet was held at Meyer's Hotel in
Hoboken, New Jersey. I wonder if the hotel is

still in existence and is still a place to go for
banquets . It must have been in 1943 because
some of the guests included Harry Lindquist, the

editor and publisher of STAMPS magazine; Mr.

and Mrs . Hugh M. Clark, the president and vice-
president of Scott Publications, Inc .; Mr. Robert
Graham Jr ., president of the Collectors Club;
and Franklin Bruns, then the stamp editor of

The Sun.

8 TELL

The Banquet Committee was chaired by
Jack Brupbacher and its members were our own
late Sophie Buser and Karl Posch. Even in
those days Sophie was known as the "darling" of

the society, an appellation she retained in the
AHPS until her death a few years ago.

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of
the banquet is found in its Financial Statement

published in the Bulletin of the society in the

February/March 1943 issue (Volume 6).

A total of 64 tickets were sold for an

income of $176 .00

Expenses were:

60 dinners @ $1 .85 $111.00

Tips 60 dinners @ 25¢ $15.00

Federal tax 60 dinners @ 9¢ $5.40

Door prizes $5 .00, 3 .00, 2 .00 War stamps
and merchandise $2.10 $12.10

Printing of menues [sic] $11 .25

Printing of tickets $3.00

Mimeographing of letters $2.25

Postage for mailings and telegram $2.49

Place cards, ribbons etc .$1 .25

Nickels for music $2.00

Total $165.74

or a PROFIT of $10 .26!

I particularly like the 40 nickels for

music, presumably for the juke box!

So the next time you attend the AHPS
dinner at one of our conventions, remember, you

are carrying on a long tradition of fine cuisine
and high living!!!
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The Other Pro Juventute Items : Briefli
(Continued from page 1) The Briefli were sold with little

cards as enclosures which made the items fall under the printed
matter rate . Figure 3 shows the 1932 Briefli (PJ Briefli 19) together
with its enclosure card. Note

the correct franking by the 10c
+ 5c and 10c + 5c Pro
Juventute stamps of 1932
(Zumstein WI 62 and 63),
cancelled in Lausanne on

December 21, 1932.

In addition to the

multiple types issued in 1927,
1928, and 1929, each type was
issued in three languages
(German, French, or Italian),
so as you can see, it will take

15 examples to have a
complete collection for each of these three years . The Briefli for 1926 only came in one type, however,

in the three languages.

From 1930 through 1942 only one design of envelope was issued each year, with the exception

of 1936 when two designs were sold . From 1943 to 1960 two designs were issued each year.

Figure 4 shows one
of the two designs issued

in 1947 (PJ Briefli 40)
together with its enclosure
card. This enclosure card
is more like a regular

greeting card in that it is
folded and has a printed
message inside. This
particular enclosure card

reads on the inside
"Meilleurs Voeux" and "Pro
Juventute" . This cover is
an example of franking

with ordinary stamps. It
January 14, 1948.

Finally, let me show you some examples of the

post-1960 Briefli. Initially, the Briefli were issued in
the same size as the earlier design envelopes . Figure
5 shows such a Briefli used in 1966 . It has the
dimensions of the earlier envelopes, namely 120 x

85mm . The Briefli is franked with the 20c + 10c and
30c + 10c values of the 1965 Pro Juventute issue
(Zumstein WI 212 and 213) and was cancelled in
Rheinfelden on December 13, 1965.

Apparently, beginning in 1966, the size of the

envelope was changed to 152 x 83mm . Figure 6

shows one such envelope franked with the 20c + 10c
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is cancelled in Zürich on



value of the 1966 Pro Juventute issue
(Zumstein WI 217) cancelled in Lufingen
on December 28, 1966.

Sometime between 1966 and 1985
the size was changed again, this time to
161 x 114mm. The 1983 Briefli in my
collection is in this larger size but also

has a changed inscription . A child's head
appears between the words "pro" and
"juventute" . Figure 7 shows this Briefli
cancelled on January 31, 1984, in

Langnau im Emmental and franked with
a block of four of the 40c + 20c Pro

Juventute issue of 1983 (Zumstein WI 287)

The latest Briefli I have in my
collection was used in 1991 and has a 1991

Pro Juventute stamp on it . It is the same
size as the Briefli shown in Figure 7 but the
inscription has reverted back to the type on
Figure 6.

I would appreciate any information

readers may have on the post-1960 Briefli or
comments or insight on the earlier issues.

What is apparent now is that these newer
envelopes really shouldn't be called Briefli
because they are now the same size as
regular envelopes.

Reference : Ersttag- und Spezialkatalog Schweiz – Liechtenstein – UNO Genf, 1984 edition, edited by
Hans R. Schwarzenbach and Max Bietenholz

Table of Pro Juventute Briefli
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An article in the November TELL men-

tioned that a fine collection of DO-X
material would be in the Rölli auction this

winter. Unfortunately, that collection has

been withdrawn from the auction . Sorry!

The article in the November TELL about

awards to AHPS members in the NABA
Baden 2006 stamp show inadvertently omitted

Jean-Paul Jaccard, who won a Large Ver-
meil for his "Swiss Stamp Day" exhibit.
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